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took advantage of his friend's absence to endeavour
to seduce his wife. His action is inexcusable howsoever
regarded; but doubly so when it is certain that he
had never the faintest hint of encouragement. Harriet
repulsed him indignantly, and Hogg at last so far realized
his shame as to offer to write to Shelley and confess all;
an offer which Mrs. Shelley, knowing her husband's
nature, wisely declined, though she decided that the
matter could not be kept from him on his return. It
is Hogg himself who bears witness to the fact that
morality was Harriet's favourite theme, and that she
found most pleasure in works of a high ethical tone.
Yet, notwithstanding his knowledge that her chosen
mind-companions were Telemachus and Belisarius, he
imagined that the young girl would listen to his passion
and act shamefully and treacherously at once to her ideals
and her husband. ,

When Shelley returned, he saw that something un-
pleasant had occurred. The two friends went out into
the fields, and there the sin was duly confessed. Con-
trite and ashamed as Hogg really seems to have been,
Shelley was too shocked to be at first aware of anything
save the spiritual tumult of his fallen ideals and ruined
hopes. Ultimately he extended a sorrowful forgiveness
to his friend, though he realized that they could never
again be to each other what in the past they had been.
Even in his generosity, however, Shelley saw that they
must part company, so without informing Hogg he gave
directions for an immediate departure.

To add to his unhappiness the journey south had
been unfruitful of any reconciliation between him andg raised oa
